
IN HONOR OF A WISE MAN

By Susan Landeis   |   December 18, 2015 

There  i s  a  quote  tha t  has  g rea t  mean ing  to  me ,  and  rem inds  me  ve ry
much  o f  my  fa the r - i n - l aw .  "You  may  no t  have  eve ry th i ng  you  want ,
bu t  you  have  eve ry th i ng  you  need . "  Those  s imp le  words  have  deep
mean ing  and  app l y  to  so  many  aspec ts  i n  l i f e .  Whethe r  i t ' s  about
mate r i a l  ob j ec t s  on  you r  Ch r i s tmas  w i sh  l i s t ,  you r  v i ews  about
re l i g i on ,  o r  s imp l y  what  i s  necessa ry  to  su rv i ve .  They  speak  o f  a
humb le  t ru th .  A t  92  yea rs  o f  age ,  he  s t i l l  h ad  s t rong  op i n i ons  and
impeccab l e  va l ues .  He  was  resou rce fu l  i n  eve ry th i ng  he  d i d .  I n  the  the
34  yea rs  tha t  I  had  the  p l easu re  o f  know ing  h im ,  we  d i d  no t  a lways
see  eye  to  eye .  I n  f ac t ,  I  o f ten  pe rce i ved  h im  as  s t i ngy  and
somet imes  even  i n sens i t i ve .  He  was  a  WWI I  ve te ran ,  a  ha rd  work i ng
fa rmer  who  l i v ed  o f f  the  l and ,  and  a  ded i ca ted  f am i l y  man .  He
su rv i ved  some  ha rd  t imes  and  knew the  va l ue  o f  a  do l l a r .  He  app l i ed
h i s  f a i t h  i n  God  to  eve ry  pa r t  o f  h i s  l i f e .    
 
When  I  f i s t  mar r i ed  i n to  th i s  f am i l y ,  I  po l i t e l y  l i s t ened  to  h i s  s to r i e s
about  how  they  used  to  pay  the  doc to r  w i th  a  ch i cken  o r  p i g  i n
exchange  fo r  med i ca l  c a re .  En j oy i ng  th i ngs  l i ke  candy  o r  sweets  was
a lmost  a  fo rb i dden  l uxu ry .  He  s t i l l  r emembered  h i s  f i r s t  i c e  c ream
cone  and  what  a  spec i a l  t r ea t  tha t  was !  And  o f  cou rse ,  t he re  were
the  war  s to r i e s  tha t  were  s t i l l  pa i n fu l  t o  t a l k  about .  As  he  go t  o l de r ,
we  a l l  knew  the  s to r i e s  by  hea r t .  He  s t i l l  l o ved  to  te l l  t hem ,  and
maybe  we  d i dn ' t  l i s t en  as  i n ten t l y  a s  we  once  d i d  i n  the  beg i nn i ng .    
 



These  s to r i e s  were  a  r e f l e c t i on  o f  h i s  va l ues ,  s t rengths ,  and  a  l i f e
we l l  l i v ed .  He  qu i e t l y  passed  away  j u s t  be fo re  the  Thanksg i v i ng
ho l i day .  The  wor l d  i s  a  d i f f e ren t  p l a ce  w i thout  h im ,  bu t  a l so  a  be t te r
p l a ce  because  o f  h im .  I  am  i n  awe  o f  the  ded i ca ted  l i f e  he  l i v ed ,  and
the  so l i d  man  tha t  he  was .  I  w i l l  a lways  l ook  back  and  apprec i a te  tha t
pea r l  o f  w i sdom ,  and  va l ued  l e s son  i n  h i s  words .  We  a l l  have  ou r
spec i a l  s to r i e s  tha t  become  a  t reasu re  a f te r  we  a re  gone .    
 
Th i s  ho l i day  season ,  r emember  to  honor  the  e l de r l y  peop l e  i n  you r
l i f e .  G i ve  them the  g i f t  o f  you r  t ime  and  a t ten t i on .  T reasu re  the i r
words  and  va l ue  the i r  i n f i n i t e  w i sdom .  They  a re  a  w indow i n to  the
d i s tan t  pas t ,  and  a  r em inder  o f  you r  f am i l y  he r i t age .  Hav i ng  an
e lde r l y  pe r son  i n  you r  m ids t  i s  t r u l y  a  b l e ss i ng  to  beho ld !    
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